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HIS Sermon ventures abroad without 
any . Imbelliſhment to recommend it to 


the polite Tafte of this Age. It hath 


no Ouotations from antient or modern Books, 
0 ſwell its Margin, or make the World believe 
the Author has his Share of Reading: It is 
not ſet off to the Advantage, with fluent 
Expreſſions, or handſom Periods, to engage 
the refin'd Wits of this Age to give it their 
_ Applauſe. This is what the Author does 


not pretend to; but endeavours to ſpeak to 
you in that Language which is natural to 
him, and which be hopes will he underftood 


Ls by every ſerious Reader, which is all he 


Gims at, and all the Uſe he ftudies in Ex- \ 


Preſſious. RED , „ Neg e oe 

he Subject itſelf is of great Cancers in 
our preſent Circumſtances, and I hope will 
be laid to Heart by all theWelwiſhers 75 our 
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ion. Now is the Time to beſtir ourſelves; 


while we have any Privilege or Liberty re- 


| . maining worth the contending for. While 
| Incroachments are daily made, and our 
| Breaches are widening, if there be none to 
frand in the Gap, we may ſee our Church 

- ruined, when it will be too late to lend an 


4 
- 


Religion among us at this Day, my Dejign 
"4 of our 


#s fan from expoſing” the Nakedneſs 


' Moether-Church. + { have endeavorred to re- 


preſent the ſame in Words, I hope, will be 
erritating to nue. I have uſed all dutiful 
Neſpels to the Authority of this Church 1 
Have uſed no harſh Expreſffons concerning 
any Sett of Men; nor have I mentioned any 
Thing as wrong among us, but what is too 
ell known, and univerſally talked of, be- 
"Fore this does come abroad in the World. 
As to the Directions, which I reckon point 
out the Duty of all that with well to our 
ion at this Day, you ſee I have taken the 
Plan from à noble and _—_— Pattern. 
And, without doubt, theſe Things are left on 


*Record, not merely as a Piece of Hiftory, 
00 inform us what was done in former Peri- 
vas] but for our Example and Inſtruction, to 
encourage and dire the Lord's People ia 
ee, fallow ths dit, which 


a . 


In what I have repreſented as the State of 


PREFACE 5 
| he himſelf did approve of, and crowned with 


Succeſs. | 2s . 
I honour our Church, and defire daily to 


be found among that Number who pray for 
| the Peace of. Jerufalem. There are many 
| 


| worthy Minifters and Chriſtians in the ſame, 
whom ] honour, love and efteem with all 
my Heart ; and defire to entertain Chriſtian: 


| 
Charity for others, whom, in ſeveral Things, 
| eſpecially in our late publick Managements 
| I differ from. ] have not the Vanity to ima» 
bine any Thing I have ſaid here, will reach 
gine any ng Cy Mili reach | 
| Conviction to all of a different Sentiment 
from me; yet I hope what I have advanced 
is ſo agreeable to the Scriptural Rule, and | 


approved Pattern, that, without regarding 
the Author, it deſerves the ſerious Conſide= 
ration of every Member of this Church. | 
And wherein they do, or 2 propoſe any | 
Thing, that may more tend to the (ood and | | 
Welfare of our Jeruſalem in her preſent la- 
 guiſhing Condition, it ſhall be embraced by 
mne, as I hope it will by all that love thb | 
Proſperity of Zion, with Thankfulnegs, and {| 
| -ehearful Endeavours to fall in with it. 4. 
{ Mean Time, as this Eſſay and Sermos | 
comes abroad juft as it was delivered before 
my Reverend and indeared Fathers and Bre- 
thren, I do in the moſt earneſt Manner intreat 
and beſgech, not only them, but all Miniſters, 
Elders, and other Chriſtians of a publick | 
Yes Spirig || 


| 

| 

| 
| 
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Degrees o 


"1 PREFACE. 
Spirit in our Land, that they would ſeriou 72 


lay to Heart, what is here ſuggeſted as proper 


for us ſeverally in our Stations, that we may 
not be only Onlookers, or Spectators, while 


we ge au Mother-Church reading to Pieces. 


Let us all; in Secret before God, be cr "Ying 


mightily to him to have Pity upon Zens, 


and pour out 45 his Spirit upon all Ranks and 
erſons among us; which will 
again make our Zion to. fouriſh, and Pro- 
ty to dwell within her Gates. Let Mi- 
nifters and Elders exert themſelves in their 
Station to do what is incumbent on them to 
the Breach, and in the moſt earneſt and 
dutiful Manner. plead with our Fudicato- 
ries, that they would do what in them lies, 
to remove theſe Things that are at preſent 
the Occaſon of our Diviſions, that ſo much 
marr the Peace of our Feruſalem, and R 
Succeſs of the pe. among us. | 


SEE ANG derung 


Courteous Reader, ä 


Some few Eſcapes. as to Spelling, had 
 bfhers as to Pointing Eave crept in; which, 


7 hope, will not fumble you, as not mare 
ring Fe Senſe. 
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And ſaid unto the King, Let the King 
lie for ever : Why ſhould not my 
' Countenance be ſad, when the City, 


lieth waſte, and the Gates there- 
of are conſumed with Fire 


= === 8 Religion is the moſt ſacred and 
EY; = valuable Concerp of Mankind; 
== 209 fo he who hath no Concern a- 


felles right or wrong, 

been juſtly in all Ages reckons 

| d to have no Religion at all: 
Inaſmuch as the Happineſs of never-ending E- 
ternity is infinitely above tbe ſhort and tranſito- 
ry Duration of a preſent Life; ſo far ought 
every Man to prefer the Intereſts and Concerny 
of Religion to the periſhing En joyments of ſa- 
ding Time, becauſe 1 is that which fhews 


us the Way to true and laſting Happineſs for 
Soul and Body through Time and Eternity. No 
Wonder then, that good Men in all Ages have 
ſhown ſo great Concern for the State of Religi- 

| 3 f ; on 5 


the Place of my Fathers Sepulchres, 


bout it, be the Religion he pros 
| ath 


Ts) 
on: preferring the ſame to their own private Inte- 
teſt, and that without which they made bat fag 
Account of what Conveniencies they might other. 
wiſe enjoy. Thus here was the Caſe with Nehe. 
miab, who, however he enjoyed Eaſe, Honour, 
and Plenty in a flouriſhing Court; yet allthis was 
- but taſteleſs to him, while it fared not well with 
Feruſalem, the City of the —_ God, and the 
Place where his Name did dwell : y ould 
mr my Coumtenance be ſad, when the City, the 
Place of my Fathers Sepulchres,lieth waſte, and 


The Gates thereof are conſumed with Fire? + 


This good and great Man did live under a ve- 
ry melancholly and afflicted State of the Church; 
He had been, with ſome. others, under the Baby- 
Zoniſp Captivity, and was Witneſs to the low 
State of the Church of God under that Period ; 
was one of them who returned with Zerubbabel 
to Jeruſalem, Nehem. vii. ). and was one of 
- thoſe whom the Lord honoured, and made in- 
ftrumental to lay the Foundation of the 4 
Temple; that ſtately, magnificent, and coſtly Fa- 
brick, built by Solomon, being intirely demoli- 
ſhed, and burnt with Fire by the infulting Armies 
of the Chaldeans. This was no ſmall Relief to 
the poor Zezvs, to have their Temple rebuilt, 
However inferior to the fermer. But, alas! as 

we firid by the Hiſtory both of this Book, and 
that of Ezra, the poor returning - Captives 
were in very ſtraitning Circumſtances, being mo- 
| Teſted on all Hands by their Enemies, and the 

Building ſeveral Times made to ceaſe intirely. 

| Upon what Occaſion Nehemiah had returned 
to the Perſian Court, whether ſent for by the 

King, or otherwiſe, is not related: Yet fo it is, 
: EY f | 5 we 


we find Him not only about that Court, but ad- 

. vanced to a very gainful and honourable Office 
there, namely, the King's Cup-bearer. It would 
divert me from my Deſign to quote Obſervati- 
ons from antient Authors, to ſhew you how ho- 

nourable ſuch an Office was reckoned in theſe 

Days, eſpecially among theſe Eaſtern Nations: It 
were ealy to ſhew, how that none were admit- 
ted to that Honour, but ſuch whom the Prince 
very much _ and .in whom he could 
confide for his Life. 

While Nehemiah is advanced in the Perſian 
Court, ſome of his Brethren, as we find by the 
Beginning of this Book, come from Feruſalem 

to the Royal City Huſaan, and inform him ofthe 
State of Feruſalem, and the poor 7e there, 
how that the Work had been made to ceaſe, and 
that bis- Brethren were in great Diſtreſs, while 
their City was laid waſte, Religion, as to the 
external Ordinances thereof, almoſt wholly made 
to ceale, and they in great Reproach through the 

Iznſults of the Enemy. This News very ſenſibly 
affected the good Man, ſo that he mourns, and 
faſts before the Lord, and reſolves to make 
| Known tne State of Feruſalem to the King, and 
' plead with him for the poor afflicted Fews, the 
i People of God, tnat there might be granted» 
them Inlargement from their Diſtreſs : And, ha- 
ving earneſtly beſought the God of Heaven, who 
bath the Hearts of all Men, great and ſmall, in 
his Hand, and can turn them whither he will, 
that he would grant him Favour in the Preſerice 

I of this Monarch, he now reſolves to wait a fit 
Opportunity to make his Caſe known.  _ 

But, as as this News 3 affected the 00d 
: ; | 8 3 9 I 
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Man's Heart, ſo his Concern 2 eg in his 
Face, which is ſoon taken Notice of by the King 
himſelf, as appears by the Beginning of this Chap- 
ter. And, becauſe none of a ſorrowſul Coun- 
tenance were wont to approach the King, nor 
were ſuch admitted his Preſence; the King re- 
marks it, and, as would appear by his Words, 
reckons there muſt be ſomewhat more than ordi- 
nary in it: Yea, by ſome is thought to enter- 
tain a Jealouſy, leſt Nehemiah ſhould be con- 
cealing in his Breaſt ſome malicious or treache- 

rous Deſign againſt the King's Life ; becauſe 
Senſe of Guilt, or Villany deſigned to be acted, 
cannot fail to caſt a Damp upon the Countenance 
of thoſe engaged in it, eſpecially before thoſe a- 
gainſt whom they deſign the Miſchief, as is abun-. 
dantly-known in Caſes of this Nature : And the 
King could have no Notion, how one in Health, 
; and in his Court, where all Things abounded, 
| could be forrowful or caſt down in Countenance: 
ow, as this, even the remoteſt Thought of 
it, had been far from the honeſt Man's Heart, 
it makes him afraid leſt, the King entertaining 
fuch Thoughts of him, he ſhould thereby loſe 
the Opportunity, and the Influence which other- 
| wiſe he might have with the King, to get his 
Petition put fr and his Requelt granted; Tyere- 
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| fore he was ſore afraid before the King; and, 
| no doubt, thought with himſelf, that he had. 
[ loſt a favourable Opportunity, and would now 
be obliged to open the Sentiments of his Heart, 
tho? at a Diſadvantage. Yet there is no Help 
for it, but he muſt open the preſent Concern 
upon his Spirit, which appeared in his Counte- «al 
nance; And this he does in the Words - _ Þ 
8 1 ext, "2 
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Text, which he introduces with that Form of 


Speech very uſual in theſe Courts; and ſo we 
nd it made Uſe of by Daniel likewiſe in his 
Approaches to the King, namely, Let the King 


live for ever: Which we may either took upon 


as the ordinary Compliment given to Perſons in 
that high Station; or we may here underitand it 
as Nehemiah deſigning thereby to remove from 
the King even the leaſt Suſpicion as if he in- 
tended any Harm againſt his Life or Perſon : Sd 
far from it, would the good Man ſay, that ſin- 
cerely, and from my Heart, I ih the King a 
long and proſperous Reign; which is all, I 
reckon, is intended by that Form of Speech u- 
ſual among them. 1 

But then, as to the real Cauſe of his Grief, 
it is in the following Words, which he delivers 
in a very elegant Manner, and ſo as to appeal 
to the King himſelf, and the Princes there pre- 
ſent, if he had not good Ground to be dejected, 
and weighted in Spirit; Muy ſhould not my 
Coumtenancèe be ſad, while the City, the Place 


e my Fathers Sepulchres, lieth waſte, and rhe 
Gates thereof are conſumed with Fire? It were 
an eaſy Matter, by Quotations from antient Au- 
thors, to ſhew what Honour and Reſpe& was 
by theſe Nations ſhown to the Sepulchres of 
their Anceſtors; they did build ſtately Monu- 
ments for them, and there offered up Sacrifice 
for them; yea, many of their publick Places of 
3 Worſhip, and theſe much frequented, were at 
the Monuments or Sepulchres o 


their Anceſtors: 
This is abundantly known to all theſe, who are 


any Way converſant with Antiquity. Now L 


am far from imagining that Ne8emiah was tain- 


B 2 ted 


12 

ted with their Superſtition, or that he reckoned 
the Place Where his Fathers were buried to be 
more holy than another Place, becauſe they were 
buried there; he knew better Things, being 
inſtructed” in the Knowledge of the true God, 
and Worſhip of his Appointment : But he ſpeaks 
to them in that Dialect which they could beſt 
underitand, and in theſe Terms that would moſt 
move the Hearts of the King, Q een, and Princes 
attending, that ſo he might make his Way more 
eaſy, and his Suit to reliſh the better with them. 
Had he ſpoken to them. in plain Language, and 
told them Huntly, as we expreſs it, That he 
Was concerned that the Temple-worſhip, Rites, 
and Ordinances appointed by his God, were 
much at a Stand; This would have been to have 
expoled himſelf to the Ridicule and Reproach 
of the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Worſhippers, 
who valued not the God of Jſrael, and reckoned 
that Worſhip paid to him according to his 
Appointment to be Folly and Superſtition at beſt, 
as contradicting their own, in which they were 
very bigot; ahd therefore he ſpeaks in that 
Manner, as to move their Compaſſion, and to: 
render his Petition more gracious to them. From 
which I would only remark, Here we. may 
learn a Prudential Leſſon, That in dealing with 
higher Powers in Matters that do concern Reli- 
gion, to repreſent them in ſuch a Manner, and 
by ſuch Expreſſions, as (while they are conſi- 
ſtent with Truth) may. be moſt acceptable, and 
leaſt irritating fo thoſe from whom we do expect 
Favour or Relief; as doubtleſs ſuch who have - 
the Intereſt of Religion at Heart, in repreſen- 
ting Grievances to thoſe in Authority, will 
reckon 


a $62: he 1 * = - 15 Re g 2 


- himſelf to the King. 


Concern for the fame. 


| - + 
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' 1 | J 
reckon it Prudence in hea „as well as Nehemiah 
here, to do it in ſuch Manner as ſhall be moſt 
likely to obtain the defired Effect. - 

So much for the Manner in which he addreſſes 
From the Anſwer itſelf that 
he gives, as it ſtands connected with the precee- 
ding Hiltory, we oblerve to you this Doctrinal 
Propoſition, as the Subject of my enſuing Dit: 


courle ; 


DOCT. That it is kindly like for the true 
Sons of Zion to be concerned for the Cauſe 
of Religion, aud the City of God, when in 
Diſtreſs. ; 
This appears fo very conſequential from the 

Words, and the Manner in which they are ex- 
reſſed, that every thinking Perſon does ſee its 

Ek ſo that I ſhall ſpend no more of your 

Time in ſhewing you how native it is, but ſhall 

go on with all poſſible Brevity to explain what 

I conceive is needful for illuſtrating the Doctrine, 

to make Way for the Improvement I deſign. 
The Method, in which L would incline to open 

up the Doctrinal Part, is ſhortly this; t. To 


enquire into the State of Religian, and Ordi- 


nances of Divine Appointment, under this Period 
the Text refers to. 2. To ſhew how the Sons of 
God, the Children of Zion, did evidence their 
3. To take Notice brief- 
ly of the Succeſs they had in their Endeavours, 
And, 4. Conclude with the proper Applica- 
tion of this Doctrine to our Day and Circum- 
ſtances. \ | by 


Ei, 


1 

| 16 \ i ( 14 | | 
Firſt, Asto the firſt of thefe, namely, the 
 — State of Religion and Worſhip of God at this 
Time our Text refers to: Here a Number of 


Particulars might be inlarged upon, which I 


Land 3 — »„— 
1 


ſhall intirely paſs ; nor ſhall I detain you with a 
Detail of that Miſery and Affliction the poor 
11 Zews did undergo during the Seventy Years of 
| Babyloniſh Captivity, while they were mocked, 
j and their Religion expoſed to the Ridicule of 
[| their Perſecutors, Pal. cxxxvii. 2, 3. their pub- 
lick Worſhip being made entirely to ceaſe, and 
they left to ſigh out their mournfu] Complaints 
{| by the Banks of the River of Babylon, All 
| which I ſhall paſs, becauſe, in the Lord's Kind- 
Bi neſs and Mercy to his People, he had been mind- 
By ful of his Promiſe, and given them Favour in 
11 the Sight of thoſe who detained them Captives; _ 
| | ſo that they were allowed to return again to their 
11 own Land: Tho'ęven in that Event, no doubt, 
If it was afflicting to $& true Sons of Zion to think _ 
that ſo many of the Fews who had Liberty to 
return, yet contented themſelves to ſtay {till in 
11 Chaldea, and other Provinces of the Empire; 
i; and ſurely that they were afterward, by Haman, 
while Eſther was Queen, brought into Trouble 
and Straits, was but juſt, in the Lord's Providence, 
that they ſhould meet with ſore Trials in that 
| Country, who valued ſo little the Opportunity 
|| they had of returning to their own Land, and 
enjoying the Worſhip and Ordinances of the 
Lord there. However, this I enlarge not upon, 
| becauſe the Captivity was over. 
v1 Yet, norwithilinaibe of that Edict given by 
11 Cyrus for the eus to return, Ezra i. x, 2, c. 
and Liberty by this Proclamation granted to £11177 
| he Ly their 
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tpeir Temple, &c. a great many Things in 
their Circumſtances could not but be afflicting to 
thoſe who were truly concerned for the Intereſt 
of Religion, and the Honour of his Name a- 


mong them; a few whereof I ſhall ſelect from the 


_ Hiſtory of that Time. 3 
1. However, by vertue of that Proclamation 
inder the Countenance of Civil Authority, they 
had the Foundation of another Temple laid; 
yet it was far from the former in its Beauty, fo as 
” thoſe, who had ſeen the firſt Temple ſtanding, 
did weep aloud when they ſaw the Foundation of 


this ſecond Temple laid, becauſe it was ſo far in- 


ferior to it in Glory, Ezra iii. 12. Beſides the 


' Magnificence of the Building, and Richneſs of 
all the Furniture in Sens Temple, vaſtly 
-. exceedingly any Thing here, there are reckon'd 
by the eus themſelves theſe Things to be whol- 
ly wanting; (I.) The ſacred Fire which came 
* down from Heaven, and was always kept bur- 
ning upon the Altar, and by which all the Sa- 
crifices were burnt. (z.) The Ark of the Cove- © 
mant, with the two Tables of the Law engraven 

= by the Finger of God. (3.) The Urim and 


4 | Thumminmn. (4.) The holy Oi of Conſecration, 


with which Aaron and his Succeſſors were a- 
nointed. (5.). The Spirit of Prophecy, inftead 
Þ whereof they had only what they called Barb 
3 Ko}, or a Voice from Heaven. Theſe were the 
peculiar Glory of the fr} Temple, but were 
wanting in the ſecond ; fo that, whatever exter- 
nal Liberty the Zezws did after this 2 


their Worſhip never did arrive to that 5 


, yet 
arrive t endor 
and Glory which did obtain under the firſt 


Temple. This we find was Matter of great 


Concern 


NE 


5 
Concern to the true Sons of Zion, and thoſe 
1 who were zealous for the Worſhip and Ordi- 
|| nances of the Lord among them, namely, that 
3h they were never like to recover their antient 
14 Glory, | | | | 
11 2. When they began, under that Liberty 
and Inlargement granted them, to build this their 
ſecond Temple, we read of great Oppoſition 
they met Sk from their Neighbours about them, 
Ezra iv. 1,--7. 4 When Tobiah , Sauballat, and 
others Indwellers in Samaria, who were but 
mungrel 7eus, and corrupt in their Worſhip, 
as it is known the Samaritans were, offered to 
join the returning Captives in building their 
Temple, out of no Deſign to do them Good, | 
but to marr the whole Work, or at leaſt to have 
their Influence in ſettling the Form of Religion 
and Worſhip, not according to the Plan Jaid 
'- down in God's Word, but according to their 
own Mode of Worſhip which they had deviſed, | 
Thus, while they pretended fair, they had their 
own miſchievous Deſigns underhand; but Ze- 
rulbabel, Ezra, Nehemiab, and other great and 
good Men, animated by a true Zeal for the Glo- 
ry of God, and Purity of his Worſhip, would 
not allow theſe to join with them in that Work, 
as not being Zews themſelves, nor having any 
Deſign, under their ſpecious Pretences, but cor- 
rupting the Worſhip of God. This was a ſore 
Trial to the poor returning es; for theſe 
People were powerful and mighty, and therefore, 
being fruſtrate of their Deſign in joining with | 
the Zews, do now pull off the Mask, and ap- 
pear their open and avowed Enemies; they | 
weaken their Hands in building the 'Temple, and 
Tk RT getting 
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getting the Worſhip and Ordinances of the Lord 
{et up again publickly-in the Land. This could 
not fail of being afflicting to theſe good People, 
and weigh heavy upon their Minds. 0 

3. Their Neighbours about them, Strangers 


to Religion, and ſtated Enemies of the eus, 
did further weaken their Hands, and hinder them 


in their Endeavours at Reformation of Religion, 
buy mi ſrepreſenting them to thoſe in Authority, 
as a People that were factious and rebellious; 


and that, it they were allowed to ſettle Religion 


among them according to their own Method . 
and Plan, then they would revolt, and caſt off 
Subjection to the Government. This they did, 


when the eus firſt ſet about building the 
LIemple, and thereby did put a Stop to the ſame, 
2? as we find, Bara iv. 7.24. And after that the 
poor Zews had got their Aaareſſes and Memo- 


rials preſented to the King, and by their good 
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Friends all theſe Aſperſions wip'd off, ſo as they 
obtained a ze Grant, and Law in their Favours, 

ſor going on with the Building of their Temple, 
and making up the Breaches in their Wall; yet 


we find that their Enemies do move again; and 


then Sanballat the Horonite, Geſbem the Ara- 
bian, and Tatuai the Governor, with others 


„ 


their Companions, Neb. iv. Chapter throughout. 
ſhew their O poſi i =O 
miſrepreſent their Caſe to the King of Perſia, . 
and thereby procured a Stop to be put to the-. - 
Building. Thus, in all Periods of the Church, 
open Enemies, or pretended Friends, do ſeldom 
ail to ſtir up the Civil Powers againſt the Ring- 


1 
BJ 
| © 


tion, and endeavour again to 


aom of Chriſt, as if it were incompatible with 


* 


cheir worldly Power and Crandeur; all which. 
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\ fldws either from Ignorance or Malice: For true 


Religion will always make theſe that know it to 
be tlie beſt Friends to the Government; and the 


Kings of this World, did they know their own 
I odd have nothing to fear from the 


Kingdom of Chriſt ; His Kingdom not being of 
zhis Vorl, and who commands all his Fol- 
lowers to be ſubject to higher Powers, and that 
nor only ont of Fear, but for Conſcience-ſake, 
— 9 hi 

4. Another great Grievance they had to wreſtle 


with at this Time was, That after the Eſſays 


that were made at firſt to rebuild the Temple 
and Walls of Feruſalem, and reſtore the City, 


aud ſet up the Worſhip of God there, according 


to his own Appointment ; and this Work went 


on, and proſpered for a While under Zerubbabel 


the Governor, hu the high Prieſt, and the 


Prophets Haggai and Zechariah; yet we find 


their Enemies were reſtleſs, and had _ brought 
OV; T0verniment, 
and Encroachments were made upon the Privi- 
leges granted to them; fo that their Enemies had 
made their Aſſaults _ Feruſalem, had de- 
faced and overthrown their Building, and conſe- 
gently had in a 8 ure made external 
rdinances and public k Worſhip to ceaſe, while 
the poor ſcattered” ems throughout the Land 


durſt not venture to go up to Feruſalem to wor- 


* 


ſhip the Lord there, room to his Appoint- 


ment. This we find was that which in particu- 
lar did weigh heavy upon the Spirit of this good 


Man Nehemizh, and was the ſpecial Cauſe at 
this Time of his being ſad and ſorrowfut in 


1 3. that 


Conmrenanies Ho it i kelited, Neb, i : 
13 N 3 — | . Hanani 


4 


Hauani one of his og 

lem to Shuſhan the Palace; and hf pun that the - 
eus were in great Alliction and R 

. * and alſo that the Walls of Jeruſalem were bro- 
Len . down, and the Gates thereof burnt with 
Fire, and that they were in great Diſtreſs as ta 
out ward Circumſtances; ſo that there as much 
of a Famine of the Word of the Lord among 
them, while they could not come up to Zeruſa- 
lem to mae under great Diſcouragements, 
2 and even in 

that waited(to annoy them. 


b. 1 
15 
.IT4 bl 
"I 


b 1 Reſpects; 


n came from Zeruſad 


eproach, 


anger otherwiſe of their Enemies, 


5. Another Grievance they laboured -under at 


this Time, and which had its ſad Influence to 
# hinder Reformation, and the Intereſt of Religi- 
on among them, was this, That a great Number 
of the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord's Houle, 
were not what they ſhould have been, but a Diſ=, 
credit to Religion, and a dead Weight upon the 
> Hands of thoſe who wiſhed well to Feruſalem, 


. = 
[+ 
f 


and the Cauſe of Religion, and that in theſe fal- 


Inafmuch as many of them, under the 


OK. 


# Babyloniſh. Captivity, had ſymbolized with the 
Idolatry of theſe. Nations, or Places where they 


were detained; and had likewiſe drawn awa 


many to join with them in doing Sacrifice to theſe 
 ® Idols, or at leaſt in pretending. to worſhip the 


Lord according to the. Cuſtoms of theſe Nations 
whither they were, driven. This is plain from 


| that ſore Threatning by God himſelf againſt thoſe 
X Prieſts who. had done 8 xliv. 10,74. 


where the Lord. diſcharges them ever to be ad. 
mitted to the Prieſt's Office again to miniſter be- 

fore him in his Santuary, 
DI ws 3 (2) Ano 


ment, while thoſe that did bear Rule over 


/ 


. 


62) Another Thing grievous proceeding from 


them was, That as the Prieſts were all the Sons 
of Aaron by lineal Deſcent, and none other were 


allowed to miniſter in that Office ; ſo we find by 
what is related, £274 ii. 61, 62. Neb. 6. 64, 65. 
that a great many came and offered themſelves, 


and would have intruded into that Office; but 


by the great and good Men, who had the Purity 
of Religion at Heart, were rejected, as nor 
having the Qualiſications required of ſuch, as 
alone could be allowed to miniſter in holy 


r | N 
TC Sy hat was not all, but of thoſe' Prieſts 
who had returned, and had been ſeveral Years 


attending upon the Temple-Service, after their 


Return from the Baby/onrſ Captivity, many of 


them had corrupted themſelves, and had taken 


ſtrange Wives, as well as others in the Land; 
yea, were chief in Tranſgreſſion, #2r4 ix. 1, 2, 
3, Oc. and thereby had polluted themſelves, and 


| 4 Stain to their ſacred Character; yet 


ſuch had been miniſtring at the Altar, and were 
now a dead Weight upon the Hands of theſe 
who had Reformation at Heart, while they 


themſelves were deeply guilty, and were becòùme 


contemptible in the Eyes of the People, and the 
Offering of the Lord thereby deſpiſed ; and thoſe 
who ſhoyld by their Station have been moſt 
forward for Reformation, were become back- 
ward to the ſame, as being themſelves chief in 


the Tranſgreſſion. 


' Now, add to all theſe, That they had Ene- | 
mies about them, that watched over their Words 
and Actions, miſrepreſented them to the Govern- | 
them 
were 


hem Affairs. 


= }:- 


0 | Vert as bend, "ſunk: deep into Idolatry, and 


ſtated Enemies to that Worſhip appointed by the 
True and Living God; and conſequently, Ia. 
nudtions againſt them were readily hearkned to, 
while A4areſſes in their Favours, and for the Sake 
of their Religion, did meet with Diſcountenance, 


and little Favour could be expected, while their 


Religion was abominate by the Emperor and thoſe 
about him, as directly contradicting their own, 


to which they were ſo much addifted. _ 


Under all theſe Diſcouragements, Religion did 


ly at this Time: And it needs not be queſtioned; 


but that theſe Things were grievous and weighty 


upon the Spirits of all the true Sons of Zion, 

* ſuch as Nehemiah, and others; and therefore no 
2 Wonder that, as in the Text, his Countenance was 
aa, while Jeruſalem lay in A 
thereof were burnt with Fire. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe Diſcouragements they did la- 
bour under, they did not faint or deſpair : The 
State of Religion was low, and they groned un- 


and the Gates 


der innumerable Hardſhips; But yet the Cauſe 


Vas the Lord's, and therefore never ſo low, but 
that he can help, while Zion“s King doth Hive, 
diho lives and reigns for evermore: It is eaſy 
with him to give a merciful Reviving to his 
Cauſe and Intereſt ; and, whatever Oppoſition it 
= may meet with, yet it is the Cauſe that will never 


& fink, but will prevail at length: And therefore 


*. 
* 
KI 


| theſe great and good Men were not quite diſcou- 


raged, but, in a humble and ſweet Dependence 
upon him who is Zion's King, they did ſhew their 
Concern, and ule their Endeavours for a better 


| State of Religion, and a merciful Return to theis 


© Which 


— 


F ˙ A 


0. _ 
Which * d me to the c 
„ !  che\true: Sons of Zion, ſhew their Concern for 
1 Intereſt of their Religion, when it was ſo 
Wl | *, and in the melancholly Circumſtances men- 
„ gioned? All I have to repreſent on this Head, 
mall be ſummed up in thele following Particu- 


11 , They wept, mourned, and made Suppli- 
„ carzon to him who was Zion's King. This they 
ud in ſecret before the Lord, making their fer- 
vent Addreſſes to him who is the Hearer of 
Prayer, who could help them, and who had the 
11 | Hearts of all e xr” N Hand. This was . 
17 very pr and leatonable Mean, even to ſtar 
| | in the Gp, and - plead mightily with the Lord, 
wa is the Hearer of Prayer, and whoſe Ears 
17117 — to the Cries of his own, more eſpecial- 
ei Behalfof his Intereft : And this is what the 
| | . rd does expect of his Saints, when he is plead- 
| | ing a Controverly with Zeruſalem, namely, That 
| 
| 


they ſhould ſtand in the Breach or Gap before 
him. And with reſpect to this the Lord does 
7 „that when his Hand was itretched out, 


1 88 
nud he threatning Ruin, to Zeruſalem, that yet 


| | there Was no Man to plead for her, _Ezek. xxii. 
$118 30. And I ſought for a Man among them, that 
1 male up the Hedge, and ſtand in the 
eas before: me, that I Hould not deſtroy it, but 
I ound une; therefore © have poured out my 


iff  Jndignation upon them, &c. Whereas, on the 
Fj other Hand, it was acceptable to the Lord to ſee 

his Children even taking Pleaſure in the Duſt 
| | Jeruſalem. ! And, a8 this was the Way to ob- | 
f | _ tain Mercy and Favour for his Heritage, ſo it 
| 4 510 Ve 2 Fer” ; Was 
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was tlie Method of procuring Saſety to themſelves, 
Who were thus in Sectet cogcerned before th 
18 ſo | ö Lord, Exek. IX. 4.) Tbus WAS" this good Man 
nen- and others concerned in wreſtling with the Lord 
ſead, in Behalf of his on Glory, That he would re- 
member his formet Loving - kindneſs, and ſhew 
them Mercy at length; as we read, Neb. Chap. 
i f., Throughout. % l has ET bans 
they | 2%, Further, They ſhewed their. Concern. 
fer- for Feruſalem, and the low Eſtate of Religion, 
F by their appointing; and keeping in a very reli- 
the gious Manner, their public Faſts and ſolemn | . 
vas a Humiliations in Behalf of the Church of Gd: 
and and this joined with à very particular and ſpecial: 
ord, | Enumeration of all the Ss M their Backflidings,- 
Ears taking Shame and Confuſion of Face to them- 
eciaj- ſelves, and giving unto God the Glory, This 
t the gain is a Mean of the Lord's own Appointment, 
lead- © for obtaining N ercy, and averting Wrath and 


f 
{!!/| they are wm gy low, and in their Enemies Hand, - 
j F then, ſanh the Lord, their uncirtiunci ſed 
ert be humbled; and they then accept of the 
|} Puniſomen of their Iniqui ty, and acknomledge 
Iba bade walked contrany to them, as they 
Dave walked contrary to me, &c. I hen will 1 

1't' Femember ny Covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, 
| and Jacob, and I will remember the Lana, &c. 
|  Agreeably hereunto,” we find the Lord's People 
| 


thus employed, namely, in their folemn and 
publick Humiliation before the Lord, with an 
111 us Acknowledgment of all the Steps of 
their Backſliding, and Sins of all Ranks, their 
Kings, their Princes, their Nobles, their Prieſts 
and People: This we find, Ezra ix. and Dan. 
ix. Chapter throughout, and particularly through 
the ninth Chapter of this Book of Nehemiah, 
where we read, that Ezra and the reſt of the 
chief Prieſts ſtood up in the Midſt of the Con- 
gregation, and made a particular Acknowledg- 
ment of all their Iniquities, v. 34, 35. Neither 
Dade we, onr Kings, our Prieſts, or our Fa- 
Jl! ters kept thy Law, &c Thus they did ſhow , 
111 the Concern of their Spirits ſor the State of Re- 
i ' ligion among them, by humbling themſelves in 
che Sight of God, acknowledging their Iniquities, 
and all the Steps of their Backſliding, giving unto 
it - God the Glory, in 1 neſs to him 
it! in all that had come upon them, and taking 
Shame and Confuſion of. Face to tbemſelves. 
; 3409, To ſhew that they were in Earneſt, and 
| withal that they did not deſpair in ſo good a 
17 _ Cauſe, they not only wept and made Supplica- | 
tion, not only kept their folemn Faſts and Ac- 
! IKnowledgment of Iniquities before, him N | 
77 | E whom 


% 


2 
A | of IN 3 


„ 


la. the 


wot they Dad firm 
HBuibavours with cher Pr ayers" an 
* _ And that, ' © 75 hog 1 
1 . By ſettin abou Refotmiation in so 
Eerneſt, of theſe T that were wtong ng among 
them, and which Ing ſome Way in xh | 
Power to reform, This was very  bnable an 
proper Duty. It is generally reckbiied 3 little 
Proper to ap 1 others for Help and Re- 
ſief, while we will not do©what is it our owh 
Power to do to help to ourſelves; nor is it 2 4 
to convince others that we are in earneſt,” w 
wee are not willing to do what lies itr our pa 
Thus ſeveral Abuſes were crept in among them, 
the Reformation of which they F beat ly Tet about. 
As, 110, Ezra ix. T, 2, &c. we fitid; that both 
pbPrieſts and Nobles, as well as the People, & hat 
7 corrupted themſelves, and walked” comtary to 
the Lord's Commatidment in marrying ſtrange 
= Wives, whereby the Lord was 'prov ed; and 
they led away to the corru the Wor! 
God, being inſnared by thoſe with whom t 
bad joined Aſſinity. This great Wrong, as being 
in their own Power to help, they Heartily ſet a- 


- 

* * 

1 * * £/ 7 
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: ty 


bout the Reformation of, and it was done with 
1 the Sabbath day among them 1 
„ 2 and making Merchandice RE Thy 
= read Neb. 13. 19,—=31. was 5 LH 
ing 370, There was* grievous 
and I oppreſſed then e, Acer l © their Lites Ber- 
C 4 den to them; 'of: which? they make 2 


Ke- - | 7 1 8 dition. 240, There was a groſs Profania- 
F contrary to the Commandment ; and ig 
them: the Rich did bear hard 25 che ber, | 
lica- - | 9 by 23-16: Of this" read 
9 4 D Wi 


3, & 


| Laan. Of rag before the Lord. Thus, like 

that had Reformation at Heart, they 
their Endeavours together, and fet about 
T 5 ing all that was in their Power. 
-; out 


g en, as they did labour under Difficul- 
+ + ties from, their Enemies about them, and were in 
no good Cale themſelves, to build their Temple, 
_  ,and repair their Walls, without further Aſſiſtance; 


„ 


6— 


„ "Secondly, As Opportunity and Occaſion offe- 
| id got fail to make Application to thoſe in Au- 


* * - 


3/08 Forty over them for their Coumtenance and Aſ. 
ace; and withal, took the Occaſion to clear 
 « and vindicae themſelves from theſe Aſperſſons 


a ren them by cheir Fnemies, who did al 
rr ad dat 


erein 
, be- 
T4412 
„Oc. 


Or 0 A 
- 1 


, and 


__- 
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tion, 


. 
any comſortable 


- 


"F 


27 


chat they could to binder * Proſperity, by 


2 endeavouring to render them obnoxious to, and 
bring them under Umbrage with the Govern- 


ment: In both which Events, they did reckon it 


their Duty, and ſurely it was ſeaſonable, to take 
the Opportunity of giving a true Repreſenta- 
tion of their Grievances to the Government, 
and crave their Favour and Protection;  how- 
ever they did differ from them in Religion, be- 
ing Heathens, and groſs. Idolaters, yet they did 
crave their Favour and Countenance to the Buil- 


by Esra, and here we find was done by Nebe- 
:niah: For, however the Lord alone was their 


Typiraly, Let us add to all theſe their Endea- 
vours, when they attained to any Thing like 


2 Reviving among them, and Matters were in 
| Gua ners, we ſee, that, like 
Nen that are in earneſt in Religion, they ſolemn- 
ly bind themſelves to the Lord, and to one ano- 


ther by Covenant, and mutuol Engagement, to 
del Hagd eo ent a. gagement, 


the Work of reforming what was wrong, and to 
maintain what the Lord had wrought for them; 


al of this we read Nehem. ix. /af, and Chapter 


x. throughout. Thus theſe People were in 
1 | 3 


YT 


ding of their Temple, and Liberty for publick 


theſe Ordinances in their own Land. This was done 


= King, their Laugiver, and had promiſed to 
ſave them, {/a. xxxiii. 217. yet they did not rec- 
kon that this was to be done without the ordina- 
ry Uſe of Means, where theſe were to be had; 
and therefore they made their Application to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, in the moſt reſpectful Manner, 
for their Favour, Countenance and Protection. 


bold Hand to one another, and to maintain the 
Lord's Cauſe, to walk in his Ways, to go on in 


earneſt, 


0 Fr . oe 


3 * 
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| ( 28 » \ 
| carpet, and ſhewed themſelves to he lo 

Fa dhe all probable and habile Means; and we 
the Lord did not diſappoint their e 
on; Which brings me to | 


© "The bird Thin propoſed; namely, To con- 
what Succeſs the Lord did give to their Eu- 
deavours of this Nature, in granting them Fa- 
your, and reſtoring to them the Exerciſe of their 
Religion. in a mare prof perous State and Condi- 


Fir, The Lord was pleaſed to pour out of his 
Spirit upon ſeverals of his Servants, as a Spirit 
Prayer and Suppli cation, ſo as their Hearts 
were drawn out in Prayer and Wreſtling with 
Ke Lord for obtainip ng that Mercy. — him: 
this was a promifing Sign, / and a Token for 
Good, that the Lord A to grant them the 
rcy, when he ſtirred up his Servants to pray 
for it, and gave them Inlargement of Heart in ſo 
doing. When the Lord. bad determined to ſend 
Fudab into Captivity, he forbade his Servants to 
pray for them, for he would not hear them; 
and this is no leſs than rbree Times repeated, 5 Fes 

* Zemiab Chap. vii. 16. Chap. xi. 14, and. Chap, 
Tir. 17. When he deſigns not to grant ſuch a Mer- 
2 or Favour, he takes, as it were, the Key of 
Tape from his Seryants: Whereas, when he 

a0: to grant any Bleſſing or Mercy, he ſtirs 
hh = up.to AY Fea, Dare Nl upon 25 1 a | 
a 1! init 0 5 ne { * 

1 60 . che J 0 ch | 


18. 8 


i . Rind Bp 5 5. 0 =: 12 ab, a 
ill; hers 35 Saviourſ upon tbeir. 28 Zion, 
| {ji oh was Spii of Þ Prayer: and * i 


give. 


—- - 
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Seconaly, The Lord did put in their Hearts, 


and ſtirred. up the People, to make an ingenuons 


Acknowledgments of their Sins, and the ſeveral 


4 Steps of thei ZFack/idings ;.and theſs they con- 
F 


before the Lord, without extgnuating their 


Sin, or covering their Iniquity; but took Shame 
ir and Conſuſion of Face to themſelves, lying low 
n the Duſt before God, againſt whom they had 
ſinned. This was hop&fu -like about them, and 
a good Sign that the Lord would have Mercy 
upon them, when he humbled them in his Sight 
for all that they had done, making an ingenuous 
> Acknowledgment of their Offences, without 
DN ſecking t9,cxmpue their Guilt, Zzek, xvi. 62,63 

vou ſpall know that I am the Lord: That a. 
mayſt remember, and he confounded, ana never 
open thy Mouth any more, becauſe of thy Shame, 
X hen 1 am paciſiea toward thee for all that 
thou haſt done, ſaith the Lori. 

®E . Thirdly, Notw 3 they were Captiveg 
under that great Monarch o 7 

vet the Lord, who hath the Hearts of all Men 

even the Kings of ihe Earth, in his Hand, and 
can turn them whitherſeever he will as the Rivers 
of Water, did give them Favour in the Sight of 


will eſtabliſ my Couenant with Ane. we 
Lat t 


Perſia, or AM ria; 


theſe who had Dominion over them, and turn 
their Hearts to grant them Relief, and the free 
Exerciſe of thr Hog at length, with all 
poſſible Encouragement for, them to go on in it. 
This was remarkable in their Circumſtances, and 
an Evidence that the Lord did ſhew them Far 


wor, whil he did thus. work tg cheir Deliver 


Fance; 


| JJV f 
. F 
rance; ſo that in the 4 of Ezra and Nehbes 
miah, who were Cotemporaries, there were no 
leſs than four ſeveral Ez:&s granted by that great 
Court in Favours of the Zews and their Reli- 
ion. 0 5 
. Imo, The firſt was by Cyrus, mentioned Eæra 
i. t, 2, 3, Oc. and this was the firſt Liberty by 
Proclamation for them to return to Zern/alem; 
and build their Temple, with a Reftitution of 
the Veſſels of the Temple that had been carried 
8 * | 
| 5. The ſecond Eaict in their Favours was 
by Darius; whether Hyſtapis, as more generally 
reckoned, or Darius Norhus, as ſome contend, 
is not our preſent Buſineſs to debate. But of 
1 it we read, Ezra vi. 1, 2, 3, &c. containing 
. Warrant and Grant to the eros to go on to 
} finiſh the Temple, and other Parts of the Work, 
9 
F 


I} with all Neceſſaries for that End, to be ſup- 
plwKied and given out of the publick Money, or 


| 1 
— tio, The third was that of Artaxerxes, 
mr reckoned Longimanns, of which we read Ezra | 
110 - vii. 11,---24. in Terms very ample, not only 
15 to furniſn them with what was wanting to repair 5 
104 the Houſe of God, but likewiſe a ſtated Allow- 
| ance for every Thing that was neceſſary to keep 
up the Worſhip of God in the Temple of Fern- | 
ſalem: And to his Honour it is recorded how | 
generouſly he acted, and how pious was the Tenor 
of his Decree, v. 23: What/dever is commanded 
by the God of Heaven, let it be done for the | 
Houſe of the God of Heaven. A noble Pattern 
and Example to thoſe in Authority, to give all 
Countenance and Encouragement to the __ 1 
P £ * WL" - ; ba ci 1 
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„ qth. We bave already heard what was the Oc- 


I all former Eaicts, yet their Adverſaries had bore + 
bad upon them, and made Incroachments ſo far, 


this Reformation, Peace and Quiet enſuing ther- 


\ 


of Religion, without incroaching upon, or 

deprivin the burch of God of. theſe Privileges 

he bath bought for them, and. wherewith Zion's 
Lord and King hath made them free. „ 
44740, The fourth and laſt Decree, or Edict, that 
we do read of in their Favours, is this Grant 
to Nebemiab, in the 20th Year of the ſame 
Artaxerxes, as the former to Ezra was in his 


® caſion of it, and we read in the following Words 
bow generouſly Nehemiah had all his. Requeſt 
* prongs by the King, the Queen ſitting by, who 
by many is reckoned to be Eher the Fewe/5,who 

et had not revealed her Kindred or Genealogy, 
but to be ſure would uſe all her Influence to 
15 7 the deſired Favour for the ewes whoſe 

* Caſe was not forgotten by her, however. advan- 
= ced to that high Power and Dignity. This Grant 
to them was very ſeaſonable; for, notwithſtanding 


as Feruſalem was much laid in Aſhes, and the 
X publick Worſhip attended with the greateſt of 
® Hazard and Danger. To Nehemiah, as we read 
in the following Words, is granted Power and 
X . Commiſſion. to reſtore all that was wanting 
among them. And, as we find by the. Hiſtory, 


upon, did laſt a conſiderable Time, till that 
Aonarchy was ſwallowed up by the Grecian. - 
3 So that we ſee their honeſt Endeavours were 
3 crowned with Succeſs; and, from a low and lan- 
guiſhing State, Matters were brought to a flou- 
riſhing Condition, and, Religion was mad 

ain to take dc Root in their Land; many, 


= 
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| "hom 7 into bis holy Mountain, 


72 


bee a. . a9 as and „e, 


alem, each one ſitting under bir own Vine an 
tree, "withous any to r them afrail ; 

150 ile the Lord was gracious to them, Ari 

and making rhem 


ain joyfut in bis Honſe Pyayer. 
Abus I have finiſhed what 1 propoſed oper 


the Dottrina? Part, and ſhall proceed to the 


| Application from this Text and Doctrine, to'our 


t State and Cirenmſtances in which I ſhall 
endeavour to be as brief as poſſible, omitting 


many Things that might be inlarged upon. 


5 APPLICATION. 1 
9 Are Dodtrine does native * us to in | 
quire' into the Sate of wo prota ora us, 
and bow it fares with deen ur God, at 
this Day? And here a very lamentable Scene 


— 


k For, 


„However we are not to deſpiſe the Day 


| 2 fuel Things, as certainly it would have been 


g in any of the Jes to have undervalued | 
what The Lord did for them, in bringing back | 


F 


It would have been wrong, I fay, in 
them, to have lighted all that the Lord wrought | 
for” them, and to bave deſpiſed or withdrawn 


| From publick Ordinances, uſe their ſecond | 


Temple hatt not the Beauty and Glory of the 


45 Even fo,” however we have not in all 


md attained to the Glory of our former E- 
yet we ought to bleſs the Lord for what | 


tet hath wrought for us in our glorioms Revoluri- | 


Mia very» Years a 2 opened. | | 


our 


| | ( 2 ) i | | . 
dur Land, and when 3 us it might have been 
faid, without any Stretch of Metaphor, what 
the Plalmiſt complains of the State of the Church, 

Z ſal. Ixxiv. 5,—10. how the Enemies did 
* gore iu the Miaſt of the Sanctuary ana burnt 

u all the Synagognes of God in the Land. Now, 
as Cyrus's Proclamation for Liberty was unexpe= . | 
ed, and the poor us were like Men that 
dreamed, Pſal. cxxvi. x. they could ſcarce at firſt 
believe it poſſible : Even ſo our happy Reuolu- 
> # 710m, under that 7/iuſtrious Prince, King Wil- 

lam, was to our Land a very ſeaſonable, merciful 
and ſurprizing Deliverance, both as to our civił 
aud /acred Concerns, for which we have never 


vs, yet been thankful, for all the Privileges that we 
; 85 did then, and have ſince enjoyed unde the Coun- 


„ tenance of lauful Authority; and therefore it is 
eres XZ juſt with the Lord to abridge our ng while 
„ we did never value them aright, nor give to 
the Lord, the Author of them, the Praiſe that 
was due. We ought not then to deſpiſe the 
Day of /mail Things, but bleſs the Lord for 
what we dd yet enjoy, as knowing that others 
would value them at a-higher Rate, who are this 
Day deprived of them, having their ſilent Sab- 
baths, and a Famine of the Word of the Lord, 
while we have ſo much of external Peace and 
'Tranquillity lengthned out to us, under the Coun- 
tenance and Government of our Sovereign King 
George, and are encouraged to live a Liſe of all 
Gogltneſs and Honeſty, ſitting under our own Vine 
aud Fig-iree, without ib Ae or Dread of Mann 
7255 us. Theſe are valuable and precious Bleſ- 
ings, for which we ought to be thankful, impros³⁵ 


wy 
3 
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ving and not deſpiſing the Day of ſmall Thing) 
among us. | . al 
1 Yer notwithſtanding, 24, They are but 
Strangers in our Iſrael, and have the Concerns 
of God's Glory little at Heart, who do not at 
this Time fee Matters to be in ſuch melancholly 
Situation among us, as affords them juſt 
Ground and Occaſion of being concerned for 
the ſame, and, with Nehemiah, to have their 
Countenance — ; While ſo many Breaches are 
made in the Walls of our Jernſalem, real Re- 
ligion and practical Godlineſs fo much upon 
the Decline, and ſo many Tokens of the Lord's 
Wrath and Anger gone out againſt us, as do 
call us loudly to Mourning and Humiliation for 
them. I fall not take upon me to enumerate all 
the Parti&qlars, nor engage myſelf and Audience | 
with what**may be controverted ; yet I believe 
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, as well as 
my other Audience, will all agree with me in 
the following Inſtances wherein I crave Leave to 
2 1 Remembrancer upon this Occaſion. 
Firſt, It hath been of late Years a very juſt, 
but mournful Complaint, That Arhei/m, Infe- 
tity and Propbzutity have very much abounded 
and ſpread in theſe Lands: Many have caft off 
all Fear of Cod, all Regard and Reſpect for 
every Thing that is ſacred: Our Youth of ber- 
per Faſhion, and others who pretend to be wiſe 
above their Neighbours, and talk as if Mh 
were to die with them, have moſt ſhamefully de- 
2 into the groſſeſt of Errors, ſo. as to caſt 
ff the very. Profeſſion of Religion. Books in 
Abundance of this Sort have been publiſhed to 
_ Sie World, wherein Chriſtianity itſelf hath oe 
N . . 


» 


„ © openly attacked, our dear Redgemer , the Eter- 
za Jehovah, bath, in ſo far as in them lies, been 
2 robbed of his Divive Nature, and degraded in- 
to the Rank of a Creature; and, however their 
* vain and malicious Attacks have met with ſolid 
and undeniable Anſwers, yet, alas! the Poiſon of 
theſe Books does remain, by which many among 
us are tainted, who are not, aſhamed to own, hut 
do glory in it, and on all Occaſions, and in all 
Companies, are venting their Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples; by which #xwarry Youth, and Perſons 
uuſtable in Religion, are apt to be led aſtray. 
T bis is for a Lamentation, an Evidence of the 
Lord's Anger, and for Which he is pleading 3 
Controverſy with us, while ſuch Things are o- 
2 penly vented, and the Poiſon of them is daily 
linfecting like a Gangreue. 5 
Sseconaly, Another melancholly Evidence of 
the Decay of practical Religion among us is 
this, That the primitive Spirit of Chriſtiauity 
is very much extinguiſhed ; and as our Iniqui- 
ties have provoked the Lord, fo the Lord in his 
Anger bath divided us, and inſtead of Chriſtian 
and Brotheriy Love; that is ſo much the Badge 
and Glory of Chriſtianity, now a Spirit of Zea- 
| Zouſy and Animoſiey does take Place, whereby 
we weaken, inſtead, of ſtrengthning, one another's 
Hands in Religion, and in oppoſing the common 
Enemy of Chriſtianity itſelt. Among the Signs 
of approaching Ruin and Deſolation on a Land 
or Church, that are given by our Lord and Ma- 
iter, this is too viſible among us, Matth. xxiv. 
12. Becauſe Iniquiiy abounas, the Love of ma- 
ay waxerth cold. What woful Diviſions and A- 
nimoſities among Miniſters and People, bet wixt 
a: E 3 e 


' 


Mini ſters and ages, towards one another ? 
And, becauſe my Brother doth not in every 
Thing act and do as I do on every Occaſion, 
muſt I therefore {tate myſelf his Enemy ? muſt 
I tear his Reputation ? muſt I hate his Perſon ? 
mult I do all that lies in my Power to ruine his 
Character, and render him uſeleſs in the common 
Cauſe of Religion and Chriſtianity among us? 
Theſe are fuk Things which we wiſh could 
have been buried in Silence; but, alas! they are 
too manifeſt, they will not hide, and are for a 
Lamentation, and a ſad Evidence that the Lord 
 Hath a Controverſy with us, and that our Ini- 
quities have brought us low. : | 

Thirdly, However outward Attendance be 

given to publick Ordinances, and Numbers do 
| throng our Aſſemblies, as well as in former Days; 

et Miniſters have Cauſe to complain, as the 

e de did of old, and their Maſter after them, | 

Lord, who hath believed aur Report? Chriſt in 

bis Per ſon, and in his Offices, is contemned. Yea, 

alas! the Preaching of Chriſt in his Perſon, in | 

Bis Offices, and his Salvation, both in its Pur- 

chaſe by his active and paſſive Obedience to the 

Law, and in its Application by the powerful 
Grace and Working of bis holy Spirit, is be- 
come by too many among us, as a Subject out 
of Date; while our itching Ears crave ſomewhat iſ 
that is new, and are rather pleaſed to have our 
Imaginations and Fancies tickled by polite Phra- 
ſes, and eloquent Expreſſions, than to have our 

earts-aftefted with a Senſe of Sin, with the Cor- 4 


* 


thers are pleaſed only with abtrafted Schemes .I 
Luralig, inllrad of the freacking of Chriſt and 
[ * | | the i 


r? 
ery © Jity; Chriſtianity does certainly give us the beſt 
2D, yſtem of moral Precepts that ever were in 
uſt the World: But it is certain, that moral Pre- 
n? _ cepts, let them be preached never ſo much, will 
his never prove the Mean of reforming the World, 
on or healing the Corruption of human Nature. 
8 ? The Heathen Philoſophers did try zthis Method 
uld to the utmoſt, but the World, by all their 
are Doctrine, was not reformed; for this was not 
ra the Mean of God's Appointment for obtaining 
ord the End: Brut after that in the Wiſdom of Goa, 
ni- rhe World with all their Wiſdom knew not G, 
then it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs of Prea- 
be ching to ſave them that «believe. And, what 
do | 


the Goſpel. I am far from condemning Mofa= 


was the Ne of this Preaching by which God 
ys; did fave the World? It was the Preaching of 
the <Chrift, 1 Cor. i. 21,22, 23. But wwe preach Chriſt 
em, WF crucified, &. Moreover, the Neceſſity of the 


V Nature, all that Holineſs which the Lord doth 


require, and by which alone we can be fitted, 

Either to ſerve him, and.live to his Praiſe here, 

or be capable to enjoy him for ever; However 

herein doth ly the Zzfe of real practical Religi- 

on, yet, alas! how is this Subject by ſome de- 

ſpiſed, by others laughed at, as Fn or 
e 


in Spirit of God his working in us all that Change 


hat uniutelligibièe argon? And while theſe Things, 

our which are the chief Subjects of Chriſtianity, are 

ra- thus {lighted and deſpiſed among us, it is impoſe 

our ſible that real Religion can flouriſh or abound. 

or- Here then is Matter of Lamentation to every 

O- | One that loves our Zora Feſus Chriſt, whether 

s of Ainiſters, or others in their private Station, That i 

and the great End of Ordinances ſeems to be ſo m_ | 
HL, llt, 


= 3 i: 
loſt, andOrdinances, however by many regular- 


1 upon, yet in few attended with Suc- 
cels. a | 
- Fourthly, As the Cauſe of this, and another 
Evidence of the low Eſtate of Religion that we 
have to lament at this Day, is a very ſenſible 
Wrirhdrawing of the Lord's Spirit, the Spirit 
of ail Grace, and gracious Operations; That 
Spirit of the Lord, who is promiſed to his Church, 
to remain in and with his Church to the End of 
the World, and whoſe Preſence is that which 
denominates a Society, a Church to Chriſt ; 
for Chriſt will never own that a Church of his, 


the Withdrawing of his Spirit in ſuch a Meaſure, 


ger againſt us, ſo it is the great Reaſon of all our 
other Wrangs; for, were there more of his Spi- 
rit and Preſence among us, Religion would put 
ona new Face, and appear in its native Beauty, 
Now, that there is ſuch a manifeſ} and ſenſible 
Withdrawing of the Lord's Spirit and Preſence, 
appears but too evident, | 

1, From the little of Converſion, or reclai- 
ming of poor Sinners from the Evil of their 
Ways, that does attend the Diſpenſation of Go- 


Servants labour and are unwearied in their 
Diligence in preaching the Goſpel, warning 
every Man, threatning Sinners by the Terrors 


and. Grace of the Goſpel, to fall in with God's 
Method of Grace; and yet, after all, they have 
it to complain, That rhe Bellows are burnt, 
che Lead is conſumes, the Founacr mietterh in 

| | van ; 


| Where he dwells not by his Spirir. Now, as 


is the molt afflicting Evidence of the Lord's An- 


—— at this Day. The Lord's faith- | 
u 


of the Law, encouraging them by the Promiſes 


| 
| 


vain; for the wa 4 not talen away, 
Jer. vi. 29. When the Lord's Spirit was poured 
out in the Day of Pentecoſt, Acts ii. what a 
vaſt Multitude were converted by the Preaching 


i of the Goſpel ! And, wherever- there are the In- 
2} fluences of his Spirit attending the Preaching: of 
the Goſpel, then there will be the Converſion of 


many, a pulling down the Kingdom of Satan, 


1 


241y, Another Evidence of the Withdrawing 


and building up the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 


of the Spirit in a great Meaſure among us is, 
I be little of the Life and Power of Religion u- 


pon the Spirits of thoſe that are converted an 


: called by the Grace of God; but, inſtead thereof, 
Deaaneſ and. Formajity in our Worlhip and 
Approaches unto God; little of the Savour of 


Heaven and Godlineſs in our Converſation, lit- 

tle that looks like the Spirit of Chriſtianity and 
the Diſciples of our Lord and Maſter, little Con- 
cern for the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt among 
the Profeſſors of his Name, as an Evidence. that 


& there is but little of his Spirit among us: For, 


where the Spirit of the Lord is poured out plen- 
tiſully, there Religion will Era. amiable, and 
ſhine forth in the Lives and Converſation of the 


Sons of Zion, 1/4. xliv, 3, 4, 5- Iwill pour out 
Mater upon him that is thirſly, and Floods u- 


don the ary Ground : T will pour. out my B= 
ing upon his Seed, and my Spirit npon-his _ | 


' E/ring: And they ſhall grow up as. the Graſs, 
E, Willows by the Water-Courſes. . e ſay, 


am the Lord's: And another. ſpall call him 
#tſ by the God of Jaco, So. We have. Rea- 
on to bleſs the Lord, that he hath not altogether. 


Left us, but that there are Tome in our Land cal- 


led 


\ 


5 D 
led effectually by his Grace into the Kingdom of 
his dear Son; and the Lord hath his Remnant in 
the ſeveral Corners of our Land: Yet, alas! theſe 
are but /ow Shrubs, when compared with the 
tall Cedars that once grew in our Lebanon. 
 3aly, As a further Evidence of the Lord's 
Withdrawing the Influences of his Spirit in a 
great Meaſure from us, 'There is little of Wre- 
ſtling, Zacob-like, with the Lord at this Day, 
or crying mightily to him, that he would yet re- 
turn in Mercy to us, heal our Backſlidings, and 
love us freely, Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is Life and Liberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. and he 
is the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, Zech. xii. | 
10. But, alas! at this Day there is ſuch a Re- 
ſtraint of the Spirit, that the Children of Zion 
do not find Inlargement of Heart, nor get Li- 
berty and Freedom in wreſtling with the Lord i 
for his gracious returning to us; but rather the 


Key and Spirit of Prayer ſeems to be taken a- | 


way, which is no ſmall Evidence of the Lord's 
being angry with us, that his Hand is firetched | 
out and his Anger not turned away. 1 

4 hy, There is no leſs a ſenſible Withdrawing 
of the Lord's Spirit and Preſence from his Courts 
8 Judicatory among us, which were once the 

lory of our Zion; in which there appeared 
great Zeal and Concern for the Cauſe of Chriſt, | 

a. Chriſtian-like and couragious Oppoſition to 
ucroachments, whether upon our Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, Worſhip or Government. And, how- 
ever we have yet Reaſon to bleſs the Lord that 
we have Liberty, and the Protection of Civil Au- 
zhority, to meet together in a jaaicative Capaci- 
ay, about the Affairs of God's Houſe ; Yet, * 


EP 


©} Haw 
2. 


5 pon this Head of the Hate of Religion among 
us, is, The many melancholly and unhappy Set- 


1 — 
the Complaint hath been great and almoſt uni- 
verſal, that there is not now the Spirit among us 
to act for the Cauſe and Honour of our Lord and 
Maſter, that once was in this Land, when theſe 


Meng were the Joy and Rejoicing of the Spirits 


of God's People; while now their Hearts do 
tremble, leſt the Ark of God get a wrong Touch 
among us: And the Lord's ſerious Remnant 
complain, That their Hearts have been but little 


. refreſhed, and their Joy but little increaſed by 


any Thing that we have been honoured to do 
theſe ſeveral Years. All which is for a Tamen- 


tation, That the Lord hath a Controverſy with 


us, that his Spirit is much withdrawn, while few 


| do find Courage and Freedom to appear for the 
Jeruſalem, even tho* otherwiſe their 


Sake of 
Hearts wiſh well to the ſame. And it may be ſaid 
of us, That the Men of Might do not find their 
Hands in the Day of Batile; but faint-hearted, 


Ephraim-/ike, they 40 turn back, Pal. Ixxviii. g. 
and few of all the Sous of Zion, whom ſhe hath 


brought forth, have Courage to ftand by her in 


the Day of her Diſtreſs. 


Fifihly, And the laft that I ſhall mention u- 


tlemeuts of Congregations that have been of lats 
up and down this Land, ſeveral of which have 


been cenſured by the higheſt Judicatory of this 
Church: By which Settlements, Pafors have 


been intruded upon Congregations, contrary and 
in Oppoſition to the Good-will and Choice of 
the Bujk of the Congregation; by which the 
Lord's People have been ſcattered like Sheep u- 
pon the — __ a Shepherd, and Bs 
2". 


are moſt willin 


Ordinances of the Lord have been deſpiſed and 


contemned when adminiſtred by ſuch Perſons, as 
could find in their Conſciences to thruſt them- 
ſelves in upon, or take the Charge of the Souls 
of theſe People who did reclaim againſt them. 
Were any Congregation refuſing to call a Go- 
ſpel-Miniſter at all, in that Caſe there may be 


good Reaſon why, as it is ſaid in our Books of | 


Diſcipline, the Church ſhould ſend them One 


in the Fear of the Lord: But, where a People 
and deſirous to be ſettled with 


ſuch as their Paſtor, againſt whom there can be 


no Objection, and of whoſe Piety and Gifts they 


have had Knowledge ; to hinder them in this, and 
thruſt violently one in among them, whom ei- 
ther they do not know, or from the Knowledge 
that they have of him are not ſatisfied, but re- 
claim againſt him; ſure I am, every — 
Perſon will eaſily conclude, that this cannot poſ- 
ſibly have a Tendency to the Succeſs of Religi- 


on, or the Edification of Souls in that Place: 


And fo; theſe poor People are turned out, as it 
were, from the Lord's Heritage, and made to 


wander ſeeking Ordinances elſewhere ; and then, 


being properly under the Inſpection of none 
eee ſoon prevail among the Bulk of 


them; while others are driven into Extremes, even 


ready to leave our Church altogether, while they 
do not think that we do ſhew towards them a 


_ Chriſtian Sympathy and Concern in their diſtreſ- 


Ted Circumſtances. 
Now, in all that I have advanced upon this. 


Head, I would fain perſwade myſelf, that all 


my worthy Fathers and Brethren, as well as 
other Hegrers, do heartily concur, Theſe are 


the 


| 
: 


the Things which we all lament, and I hope 
are Matter of deep Concern to us at this Day* 


And this ſhall ſuffice as a Hint at the Sate of 


Religion among ns at preſent, and the firit 
Branch of Improvement from the Text and 


Doctrine. | 
24lp, Is it ſo, that it is kindly-like, it is like the 


Children of God , and true Sons of Zion, to have 


the Concerns thereof upon their Spirit, and ta 
be grieved when Jeruſalem.is in Diſtreſs? Then 
this Doctrine does reach Reproof, f 
Firſt, To ſuch among us as are at Eaſe in 
Zion, Amos vi. 1,6. and are nt grieved for 
zhe Affiiftions of Joleph ; who content them- 
ſelves when they can enjoy their Eaſe and out- 
ward Conveniencies in the World, but care not 


whether the Iritereſt of Chriſt do fink. or ſwim 


in this Land; yea, will never further imbarque 
in that Cauſe, than as it ſtands with their Profit 
and Advantage. This (however, alas! too uni- 


| verſal among us) is that Frame and Temper of 


Spirit, as argues theſe Perſons to have no Reli- 
gion at all, to be mere 7ime-ſervers, whoſe 


| Conſcience can always allow them to go with 
the Stream, but never to appear for the Cauſe 


of Chriſt, but as their Profit and Advantage leads 


them to it. Surely ſuch Perſons are not the Sons 


of Zion, but do jultly fall under that heavy 

Charge which Chriſt exhibites againſt the Church 

of Laodicea, Rev. iii. 16. Becauſe thou art 

_— cola nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my 
11/118 


Secondly, Is it ſo, that ic is kindly-like, and 


like the Children of God, to be concerned for 


| the State of Religion, and the City of God 


F 2 | when 


when in Diſtreſs? Then ſurely this does reach 
yet a heavier Reproof to theſe that are the 
Troublers of our Iſrael ; who, like Sanballat the 
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, Geſvem the 
Arabian, and the reſt of their Companions, 
do all that they can to hinder the Building of 
our Jeruſalem, and repairing the Breaches there- 
of; yea, have an active Hand in widening our 
Breaches. every Day. Now, whether ſuch are 
pretended. Friends, or open Enemies, they expoſe 
themſelves-to the heavy Indignation of him who 
is Zion's King, and who is jealous for his Cauſe 
and Intereſt; For, however he may, for _ 
- and wile Reaſons, bring his People and Chur 
into Trouble, yet he is angry with ſuch as Help 
forward the Indignation, and will not fail to 
recompenſe to them their due Reward, making 
them to know that 20 Weapon formed againſt 
hrs Intereſt ſhall proſper. Let the Combination 
def Men be what it will, yet the Lord fits in | 
Zion, and laughs at their Projects. He hath [| 
Zuildea Zion on that Foundation, againſt which | 
the Gates of Hell Hall not prevail. But, as 
for theſe who will needs ſhew their impotent 
Malice againſt his Cauſe and Intereſt, the Words 
are awful, and the Caution alarming, Zech. 
Xii. 3 In that Day I will make Fernſalem a 
vurdenſom Stone to all that meddie with her; 
all that burden themſelves with her ſhall be cut 
20 Pieces, tho all the Men of the Earth were 
Joined againſt it. | 
Thirdly, The third and laſt Uſe I ſhall make 
of this Doctrine is by way of Exhortation to all 
my. Hearers, Miniſters, or others of whatever 


Rank, or Station ; That every one of us in our 
| — Gifferent 


. 
different Spheres would hen ourſelves more and 


more to be the true Sons of Zion, by , 
heartily and kindly concerned for the fame; n 'S 
8 


when the State of Religion is ſo low among us. 
I would fain perſwade myſelf, that my Reverend 


and worthy Audience are ſuch, as I ſhall not need 


to make Uſe of many Morrves to inforce the 


Duty ; It carries fo much of Evidence and Reaſon 
in itſelf, that I believe every ſerious and 
attentive Hearer hath been all along convinced 


of it. And, as we ſhewed through the whole, 


how the Sons of Zion did evidence their hearty 


Concern for the Cauſe thereof; ſo it no leſs be- 


comes us to imitate them fo far as the State of 


Religion among them and us doth correſpond. 
I ſhall therefore but drop a few Things upon 
this Head by way of Motive, which. [ deſire 


firſt to ſpeak home to my own Soul. 


_ Firſt, It is but natural and kindly-like, That, 
. as we own ourſelves Children of the Family, 
we ſhould have the Concerns of our Heavenly 
Father, and dear Redeemer much at Heart. 


The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, 
faith David; which was verified in a higher 


|  Senſein him who was the true Son of David; 
and, in their Meaſure, is a beautiful and lovely. 
Part of the Character of all the Children of the 


Family. And, as the Apoſile reaſons, Heb. 


xii. 8. That to be wwirhout Chaſtiſement is not the 


Character of Chilaren, but of Baſtards; foT 
am ſure the Force of the Argument will be no 
leſs ſtrong, that to be indifterent and unconcerned 


about theCauſe of Chriſt and his Kingdom among 
us, will evidence that we are but Baſtards, and 
not Children; that we have in us but the Temper 


of 
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of Servants and Hirelings, but nothing of the 
Spirit of the Sons of the Family. | 

24ly, The Lord expects no leſs from us. If 
he hath done ſo much for us, for which we can 
never recompenſe him again, the leaſt we ſhould 


do is, in our different Stations, to ſhew a Con- 


cern upon our Spirits, how to live to his Praiſe, . | 


and how to ſhew our Gratitude to him for all 
that he hath done for us, and for all the Mercies 
that we ſtand poſſeſſed of, and for all that we 
Have in the large Offer of the everlaſting Goſpel- 
Hath the Eord been pleaſed to ſend his Goſpel, 
and ere& his Kingdom of Grace among us, 

while he hath not done ſo to other Nations ? 
Yea, hath he called any of us by his Grace into 
the Kingdom of his dear Son? Hath he given to 


up to the Kingdom of Glory? Surely it is not 
poſſible that we can have the Faith and Hope 
of theſe Things upon our Spirits, and not be 
concerned how to ſhew our Love and Gratitude 
to him that hath loved us ſo dearly, And, how- 
ever much any of us may ſtand indebted to our 
Fellow-creatures for good Offices done, or what- 
ever we may expect from others; yet we are 
unworthy of the Name of Chriſtians, unworthy \« 
the Character of Miniſters of the Goſpel, it we 
be not more, and reckon not ourſelves more, yea, 
infinitely more indebted to Chriſt, than we are 
to all the World beſides. Our Lord and Redee- 
mer then does juitly expect it of us, yea, the 
World will expect it of us, that we anſwer our 
Charafer, and ſhew how much we reckon our- 
ſelves indebted to him, by having upon our Spi- 
tits, and evidencing in our Practice, how _ 
9 3 3 
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do ly at Heart with us. 

34ly, It is not only expected of us as the Re- 
turn of Gratitude, but we are called to it in Point 
of plain commanaed Duty. The Truths of God 


which he reveals among us, and what he does 


work for his Church, in all the Ages and Periods 
thereof, are a Tyuſt committed to theſe who live 
in theſe ſeveral Ages, a Truſt. which they are to 


keep ſafely, and hand down carefully to the next 


Generation. 'This they owe in Duty to God z 


this they owe as Duty to the Generation that is 


to come, that they may hear and know all the 
mighty Works of God, and what he has done 
in former Ages, and praiſe him for theſe his 
mighty Deeds. O Timothy (lays Paul to the 
Evangeliſt) keep the Truſt committed to ithee, 


| I Tim. vi. 20. And, as the Lord did reveal and 
manifeſt his Statutes and Judgments to {/rae/, 


while he did not ſo to every Nation; ſo every 
Age and Generation of that Church were obli- 
ged to be faithful to that 'Truſt, and to maintain 


| what the Lord had wrought for them, and to 


hand it down to the next Generation, P/a7. 
Ixxviii. 2, 3, 4, 5, &c. Which ve have heard 


Jrom our Fathers, we will not hide from our 


Chilaren, &c. For he hath eſtabliſhed a Law 


and Statute among us, and charged us 10 teil 
our Children, &c. Our Forefathers were con- 


cerned for the Truths of God in an evil Day, 
and loved not their Lives to the Death, in con- 
tending for the Truths of God, that they might 


hand them down to us their Poſterity; and, wha . 


Pity will it be, yea, how aggravated muſt be our 
Guilt, if in this Generation we be not —_— as 
= = they 
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the were, or ſuffer a Teltimony for Truth to 
fall in our Streets? Let us then ſhew our Con- 

» Cern this Way; Zet us walk about our Zion, Pſal. 
Xlviit. 12, 13. au go round about her; let us 
tell hen Towers, and count ber Bulwarks, aud 
conſider her Palaces, that we may tell them to 
ie Generation following. This is our Duty, 
as we will be anſwerable to him, before whom we 
muſt give up our Accounts, and by whole Sen- 

| tence * pag muſt-be fin 1 

un, Let us encourage ourſelves in a in 

for the Lord, in ſhewing our Concern 1 
tereſt, becauſe the Cauſe is honourable to imbark 
w. However it may be run down by a profane 
World, and Generation of Men that have no 
Concern for . upon their Spirits; Vet it 
is the Cauſe of Truth, and of him who is the 
God of Truth: And more honourable it is to 
contend for his Cauſe, and the Rayalties of his 
Crown and Kingdom, than to be the Favourite 

of the great Ones of the Earth, or to ſway a 

Sceptre over an univerſal Monarchy. Our Lord, 

as Head of his Church, is King of Kings, and 

Lord of the Kings;of the Earth; and all bis Ser- 

vants are made-Kings and Prieſts to Cod and his“ 

Father, and they ſhall reign with him for ever- 

more : d, as it is honourable to ſerve ſuch a 

Maſter, ſo it is the Glory of Chriſtians, if called 
to ir, to contend. for his Cauſe. The Apoſtles, 

Acts v. 40. did glory in it, That they were rec- 

koned worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name. 

Ithiy, As it is honourable, ſo it will be found 

4 Intereſt, to imbark in his Cauſe. 

7 that do ſerve our Lord, do wait upon a 

liberal Maſter, who, as he furniſhes them for 


* Work 
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Work and Employment, ſo he will bear them 


out in contending for his Cauſe, and ſhewing Z 
their Regard for his Intereſt ; yea, he will bear 


them honourably through, ſo that none of them 
ſhall be Loſers at his Hand, or at the Foot of the 
Account, Mark x. 29, 30. There is nd Man that 


Bath left Houſes, or Brethren, or Wife, or Chil- 


aren,or Land, for my Sake and the Goſpel's; but 


fall receive his hunared Fold in this Life, ana 


in the World to come Life everlaſting. 


c6thly, It is encouraging to ſhew our Concern 


this Way, to appear in our Station for the Cauſe 


of Religion; becauſe, however low it may bs 


brought, yet it is the Cauſe that will never fink. 
Zion was brought low, while Zeruſalem was laid 
in Aſhes, their Temple deſtroyed, and publick 


Ordinances made to ceaſe: Yet, while Zion's 
King did live, who lives for evermore, there were 


ſtill glad Tidings to be publiſhed to the Daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem; even, That ſaith to Zion, 
Thy God aorh reign, Iſa: lii. 6. Our glorious 


Redeemer, the Lion of the Tribe of Judab, 
| who alone was found worthy to open the Book of 


Providence, and to read thereon, Rev. v. 4, 5. 
He knows all the Times and Peribds tliat are to 
paſs over his Church to the End of the World, 
and knows what Difficulties and Calamities his 
Servants are to undergo for his Cauſe and Inte- 
reſt: Yet, when it is loweſt with his Heritage, 


he is not only able, but will, as King of Zion, 
appear, commanding Deliverance for his Hraci. 


eligion then may be run down, the Cauſe of 
Chriſt may be defpiſed, and his Servants 'perſe- 
cuted ; yet he who fits on High, and who hath 
eftabl iſhed. Zion, will not always ſuer.7he.Ro# 
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teams. It is the Cauſe that will never fink, and 


therefore let us neither be afraid nor aſhamed to 


own the fame, and ſhew our Concern about it. 
.qtbly, Laftly, However none of us may know 
when it & fit for the Lord to ſend Deliverance to 
his Church, and cauſe the Walls of our Jeruſa- 
lem again to be built; however the Lord may be 
juſtly provoked, and in Honour concerned, to 
ring a Stroke upon the Land, to ſhew ho- 
much he deteſts the [n4:ferency and Neutrality 


of this Age, the many Sins and Deſections we 


are ' guiky of, the little Concern among us for - 
his Glory: However, I ſay, the Lord may ſee 
fit to bring his Church into Diſtreſs, and ſend 
Calatnity upon this Land and Nation for our 
Contempt and Miſimprovement of the Goſpel ; 
Yet ſtill there is Encouragement to be found on 
the Side of Truth, and to ſhew our Concern for. 
the Cauſe of Chriſt : For even then will he di- 
{ſtingviſh- theſe, and ſhew his Regard for them, 
that are the Mourners in Zion, and whoſe Hearts 
are bleeding. for the Cauſe of Religion. Ezek. 
ix. 3. The Lord ſets a Mark upon the Forehead 
of. ſuch abo are mourning for all the Evili 
ane in the Maſt of Jeruſalem, and the Deſtru-. 
Qion- ſhall not come near them. 
I would fain perſwade myſelf, that ſuch is the 
Concern of my Heaters, in this Repard, that I 
have faid rather more than enough by way of 
Aozive to. perſwade to the Duty, and ſhew its 
Reaſonablenebs ;. namely, That every one of us 
ſhould in our Station thew ourſelves concerned 
ſot che Cauſe of Chriſt, and Intereſt of Religion 
among us, When it is ſo low. n 3 | 
. 1% 1. 
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1 ſhould now come . up this Difcourſe 
with a few Directions how we are to evidence 
our Concern this Way. Upon which Head, 1 


own myſelf very unfit to give Advice and Directi- 


vn; my younger Years, and Want of Experience, 
make me bluſh to adventure upon a Subjedt of 


this Nature, eſpecially conſidering before whom 


I ſpeak, my erend Pathers and Brethren, 


at whoſe Feet it would become me to fit, and 


hear this Subject diſcourſed to better Purpoſe, I 
fhould therefore have intirely dropt this Part of 

Diſcourſe, were it not that I would fain flat- 
ter myſelf that it will not be reckoned Arrogance 
or Preſumption in me, or be in the leaſt miſcon- 
ſtructed, when” I ſhall only glance at a few 
Things I find _ — by theſe great and 
good Men who lived in that afflicting Period of 
the Church. my Text refers to, and who were 
approven of God in the Meaſures that they 
took: And without doubt theſe are left upon 
Record, as all other Parts of Scripture are, for 
our Direction and Inſtruction in like Caſes, and 
in ſuch Circumſtances; And my earned and 


worthy Audience will be better able to judge how | 


far theſe are proper and ſeaſonable at this Day, 
Allow me then, juſt again to remind you, how 
Nehemiah and other good Men did ſhew their 
Concern in their Situation ; and,in applying theſs 
to our Circumſtances, I ſhall have done. 
_ Firſt, As God is the God of Order, and hath. 


in his holy and wife Providence raiſed up ihe. 


rent Ranks and Stations of Men in the World; 
ſo he will have every one to act in their Qwa. 


Sphere and ſuitable to their Station: And, accor- | 


ding t9 the Talents they are intruſted with, every 
1 — - one 
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ane in their Station are to ſerve and glorify God | 


as otherwiſe, ſo in ſhewing their Concern for his 
- Cauſe and Intereſt, As in this remarkable Event 


of bringing back his People from Baby1or, in buil- 
ding his Temple, in repairing theBreaches of Feru: 
ſalem, and in every Thing that had a Tendency 
to the Good and Welfare of this People, both in 
their civi and ſacred Concerns ; Ezra, Foſpuan 
the high Prieſt, Zerubbabel, and Nehemiab ap- 
be ted Governor, every one here aGed that Part 
ncumbent on them in their Station, and there: 
in they were owned of God in the ſame: Even 
10, as every one of us are called in our Station 
to act for the Honour of God and the Good of 
our Neighbours, for the Cauſe of Chriſt and the 
advancing of Religion; ſo let every one of us 
act our Part according to our Statian, as we ex- 
pert to be approved of God therein. Let na 
an then ſay, I am not a Magiſtrate, I am not 
a Minifter, nor do I act in a publick Station, 
and therefore herein I am not concerned, nor 
can I intereſt myſelf: For to every one of us 
the Lord hath intruſted our Talents, to ſome ten, 
to others fiye, to ſame but one or two; yet it is 
gur Duty, as we wil give up our Accounts to 
our Lord and Maſter, that each of us ſhould, ae- 
cording to our Station, lay out theſe Talents, 
Whether few or moe; and in ſerving the Lord 
with theſe Talents, according to our Opportuni- 
Lies, herein we are to expect his Approbation. 
The poareft of theſe * who returned from 
Babylon, and lent their helping Hand in buil- 
ling the Temple and in repairing the Breaches 
of Feruſalem, theſe who did what they _ 
tO. 07 f IMC ; ' ble 


7 ( 2, | 
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able with a willing Heart, were equally accep- 
ted and commended of the Lord, Nehem. iv. 6. 
as theſe who acted in a higher Station, while 
they did no more but according to the Oppor- 
tunities and Talents which God gave them. In 
Jike Manner, let every one of us in our Stations, 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Elders and private Chri- 
fians, every one of us as God has placed us on 
the Stage of Liſe, act our Part thereon, and ao» 
cording to our Abilities and Opportunities | 
our Concern for the Intereſt 'of Religion. And 
these, eee ee 
Secondly, Let every one of us look into our 
own Hearts, conſider our Ways, and ſee 
how far we have ſinned, and added to the Pro- 
vocation; for it is becauſe of the. Tniquiry of | 
Soas and Daughters, that the Lord is wroth 
evith, his Heritage: And if the Lord do give us 
' a right Concern upon our Spirits for the melan= 
cholly Situation of Affairs among us, without 
| 


— ß , ,,,, % , , Dees, ot 


| all Queltion the beſt will find, that our Iniquities 
among the reſt have added to the Cauſes of his 
Vrath, and the Controverſy the Lord is plead- 
ing. When Iſaiah did fee the Lord in his Glo- 
ry, he cried out, Wo's me, for I am undone ; | 
for I not only awelt among a People of unclean | 
Lifs, but am a Man of unclean Tips. And | 
when the Lord promiſed a merciful Return to 
T/rael and Fudah, As he pours out on them a I 
Hirit of Grace aud Supplication, Zech. xi. 
IR 10, 11. upon this there is not only. a general 
Mourning, but every Family aparr, and their | 
Wives apart. In all general Defections and 
Backſlidings of a Church and People, without 
Controverſy there is ſome Sett of Men who have 
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2 chief and ative L 28 there is 


this Day among us a general Complaint againſt 
* — the other Sett of Perſons. that they are 
uiky in all that hath befallen us, whoſe 
Sab and Management I ſhall be far from vin- 
dicating : But this is moſt certain, that however 
this or the otherPerſon or Sett of Men may be guilty 
this Way, yet it is true on the other Hand, that 
we are never truly humbled, nor are we ripe for 
Deliverance, till we be made every one of us te 
mourn for..our own. Iniquity, and the Iniquity 
ofthe Land. It was the Complaint of the Lord by 
"alin in-a backſliding Day, when he was a- 
t to bring upon them the heavy Stroke that 
enſued, That no Man returned to the Lord, in ſay- 
ing, N hat have I done? Every one was ready 
enough to blame his Neighbour, ſaying, Such and 
ſuch Per ſons are guilty, and have brought on us 
the Lord Wrath and Indignation ; yet no Man 
baue 1 4one? but put it away from 
Brit 1. F. viii. 6. and this was an Evidence 
t they were not duly humbled or affected with 
Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath and Anger gone 
"= Out againſt them. Let every one of us then in 
| icular look into our own Hearts, ſearch our 
| Wehe, the Sins of our private and publick Sta- 
tions; and here every one off us will find Ground 
of Mourning and Humiliation beſore the Lord. 
+ Thirdly, As every one of us will be found 
| guilty in particular, and have ouν oπαjj Sis to 
| mourn over, as theſe Sons of Zion did at tlfis 
i | Time; fo the whole Land was 1 —— uilty of ſundry 
| | 5 National and = lick Steps of Defection: 55 
therefore we find, that Esra, Nehemiah, and 
r goad len, with the Body of 810 
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did aſſemble together 45 ch Faſting; Mouys: 
ning and Humiliation, with an Acknowledgment 
re | of their Iniquities, and the ſeveral Steps of their 
ſe | Backſliding; and herein they acted an ingenu- 
ous, open, and candid Part beſore the Lord; as 
we find in the Hiſtory of theſe Fafts, E2ra and 
ty | Neb. ix. Chapters throughout. There we find they 
at take Shame and Confufion of Face to themſelves, 
and give unto God the Glory, in acknowledging 
the Sins of their Kings, Princes, Nobles, Prieſts, 
and all Ranks of Perſons; owning the Lord to be 
righteous in all that he had brought upon them, 
becauſe that they had finned, and procured al! 
that at his Hand. And as the Lord had pro- 
miſed, Lev. xxvi. 40, 4t. that in this Way they 
were to expect his looking favourably on them ;_ 
ſo the Lord did own theſe publick Acknowledg- 
ments of Sin, their Faſting and Humiliation, fo re- 
markably, as to remove their Difficulties, and give 
them ſatisfying Evidences that he was well pleaſed 
with them, and did accept of that Piece of Ser- 
vice off their Hands. ie A AE cf 
Bure then this is a proper Direction and Pare. 
tern for us in like Caſes ; and, while we labour 
under Difficulties great and manifold as well as 
they, let us herein imitate them, as we would 
expect the Lord to bleſs us as he did them. Sure 
i we have at this Day as great Reaſon for Faſting, | 
Humiliation, and Acknowledging of our Ini 
> Aquities before the Lord, as we have had theſe | 
is many Years in our Land; and yet tis a Duty | 
ry dhat we are living in che ſhameful Neglect of: 
ad We ſhew ourſelves very backward to any Thing 
ad pot this Nature, as if there were nothing wrong 
/ (Famong us, or had no Sins to conſeſs and acknow- | 
id N = ledge 1 
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ledge before the Lord: And ſurely Backward- 
neſs herein is no very good Sign among us, but 
rather an Evidence that we are far from being a a 
convinced or humbled People, and ſuch as are 
ripe for Deliverance: And yet here ſurely is our 
Duty, had we more of Heart for it; even in a 
moſt publick and ingenuous Manner to acknow- ; 
Jedge before the Lord the ſeveral Steps of our 
Backſliding, the Sins of our Land, and of all 
Ranks living therein. Here is abundant Matter 
for Confeſſion of Sin, and Humiliation before the _ 
Lord; and it would be more thriving-like with 
us, had we more of Heart ind Diſpoſition there- 
to; and in acknowledging of our Iniquities to | 
join therewith fervent Prayer and Supplicatiqn to 
him who is the Hearer of Prayer, and Zion's 
King, That he would look upon our Affliction, 
and grant a Reviving of Religion among us; as 
we find theſe good Men here did cry unto him, 
and he ſhewed himſelf ready to hear, and did 
grant them an Anſwer of Peace. This ſure is 
no leſs becoming Duty on our Part, 1/2. Ixii. 6, 
7- Ze that make Mention of the Name of the 
Lord, keep not Silince, give him no reſt till he 
eftabhiſh and make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the 
Earth, and until he pour out his Spirit from on 
high: Then ſoall we grow up as the Graſs, as 
. Willows by the Water-Courſes, Iſaiah xliv. 3, 


4, J. Ea ; 
. Fourthly, As we have Opportunity and Ac- 
ceſs, let us, like theſe good Men, ſhew our Con- 
cern for Zion, in making Application to the 
kigher Peers, for the Reareſs of theſe Things 
that are grievous to us, and wherein they are in 


Capacity to grant us Relief. We ſee here yy: 
Sobel _ 


4 
N 


* 
* 


Nebemiab did, and we 0 it was not in vain: 


The Lord, who hath the Hearts of all Men in 
his Hand, did turn the Heart of this, and other 
the Emperors, to favour Zion, and grant Re- 
dreſs of Grievances that the Church and People 
of God did ly under. And ſure here our En- 
couragement is vaſtly greater than was theirs, 
while we have ſo gracious a Sovereign as King 
George upon our Throne: That Hiuſtrious Fa- 
znily have ſhown on all proper Occaſions their 
Good-will and Favour to this poor Church, 
have ſhown themſelves ready to hear our Gr1e- 
vances, and grant Reareſs of the fame; and 
ſhall we complain of Grievances we labour un- 


4 der, and yet never take the proper Meaſures this 


Way for a Redreſs of them? Our Church hath 
formerly done ſo; arid it hath not been altogether _ 
in vain, even when we had not that Counte- 
nance of the Legiſlature that now we have. It 
might therefore be thought a very proper Me- 
thod for theſe who,in their Stations Miniſters and 
others, who are called more particularly to mind 
theſe Things, to do what in us lies that proper 
ee be made this Way, and, like good 
ehemiabh here, to watch the proper Oppor- 
tunity, and to do it in the Manner that may be 
leaſt irritating, and moſt conduciye to anſwer the 
End of the ſame. Why ſhould. we be diſcos 
raged this Way, while we have ſuch Acceſs c 
zhe Legi//ature, and have theſe. in Jawful Au 


| rhoriry fo favoutable to us on all Occaſions ? Bug 


then, LE need Lo Si 
Fifthly, Let not all our Concern, ly here, in 
ſeeking Help from others; let us mean Time, 
every one of us in gur Station, while we addreſs 


/ 


n mmm 


thoſe in Authorit 7 jo. our own Endeavaurs 
for ee g forward ſo good a Work; ; and that, 
. t Kota! one of us, Mo our Stations, 
[4 8 ding to our Ca nN e ſetting about 
3 — 1 ramation o hat is wrong in our- 
1 Ives, and every one of us ſetting to our help- 
wa wg! Hand for 7 on a 4 Ms Nn 
[11 among-us. When this Man Nehemiah 
IG came to Feruſalem, be ert the whole "City 
i | nad Bock:k th wanted not ben nemies who 
withftood its beitif rebuilt; and theſe People you 
may eaſily ſuppoſe'in no good Circumſtances for 
ſetting — aind perſecting ſo great and expen- 
five a Work; and yet we lee the Way how it 
proſpered, and. Was finiſhed, Nehem. ili. Chap, 
throughout; every Man built and repaired, as it 
were, before his own Door, 110 the Work Was 
perſected with incredible 8 Juſt ſo in our 
| Caſe; there are many Wag al among us, bung 
yet, were every one in particular ſetting a wry 
dale 


perſonal Reformation of what we are guil 

and every one of us this Way Iending our 

ing Hand, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Elders — 
vate Chrifttans in their Station, how ſoon 
would Relig revive, and our Jeruſalem yet 
become a pleaſant Habitation? 

l y, As every one of us in private, and i in 
articular, are called to ſet about Reformation; - 
the good and great Men here did join their 
Shblick Endeavours for rectifying what was 
Wrong among them: Vea we find, Nehem. is. 
and x. Chap: they did ſolemnly enter into Cove- 
nant, and engaged, as to the Lord, ſo to Itand 
by one — in carrying on Reformation of 


ber d Was wrong among them. 1 uſt ſo, in Be. 
* | &- 
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ginning of our 1 from Popery, 
an : afterwards when our Landy Were over 
with Prelacy, our Forefathers did folemnly in 
like Manner engage 70 be rhe Lbrd's, and t 
ftand by one another in promoting Religion, and 
a Reformation of what was wrong among us; 
and: their Endeavours were followed with Suc- 
ceſs. When we in theſe Lands ſhall be in Caſe 
to act over again the ſame Part, the Lord on 
knows: We ſeem at this Day to be in litt 
Condition for ſuch a Work; yet let us, in ou 
Stations, ſtrengthen one another's Hands in fear 
moting the Good and Welfare of our Jeruſa em. 


And as, upon the former Head, we did rechen 
it Duty to make App jcation in the roper 7 


to thoſe in Authority, to grant Relief zd Ne. 
dreſs of theſe TP wherein it was in melt 
Power te help us; ſo here we reckon. it no leſs 
Duty, that we ſhould plead. with our Mother; 
Church for Redreſs of what is in her Power. 8 
help this Way. And ſeeing it is on all Han ä 
and by the Church herſelf in her publick Acts 

and Deeds, acknowledged, that - Pazronnges are 
t6 us a very great Grievance,. and do open! 

Door for manifold Encroachments upon this 
poor Church; let us make our Ag2reſſes to the 

who can give us Eaſe of this Burden, às has been 
done in former Periods, upon which ſome ale 

hath been granted by the Hvereigu, however 
not ſo well affected to our Church and Conſſ itu- 
tion as our preſent Sovereign King George is. 


Jo it is equally manifeſt, that our late Rule 


Jor plauting vacant Churches, &c. however. 


preſent it ſhould have the Authority of an Act 0 
dur General Aſſembly, yet it is obvious, that it 
. H 2 _ doth 


Yo 
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doth not anſwer the — and Deſign of curing 
our Diviſions, but rather iacreaſing them; as 
is evident by Repreſentations and Inſirufions 
from all Corners of this Church, that it is far 
from tending to promo the great End and De- 
ſign of the Goſpel. And, ſeeing our Church 
diſclaims all Inf, allibility in her eci ſions, and 
when any Thing is laid down as a Rule, that is 
found by Experience not to anſwer the End, but 
yather on the contrary to hinder the Succeſs of 
the Goſpel, and Peace of the Church, it is her 
Duty, yea, and Glory, to rectiſy the ſame ; and 
it is no Want of ãutiful Reſpect to the Autho- 
rity of our higheft Judicatories, to plead with 
2em for rectifying what is found to be wrong: 
us then in our Stations plead, and never be 
aſhamed to plead, in the moſt earneſt Manner, 
with our Mot her- Church for a Redreſs of that 
which is in her Power to grant, and thereby to 
ke away that which hath been already, and is 
ely ftill to be, more and more a Bone of Con- 
vention, and Occaſion of Strife among us. 
"2321p, Let us who are called to labour in the 
Work of the Miniſtry in this Province, and 
every one of us in our Stations, do what in us 
Hes to promote the Good, Welfare, and Peace of 
eruſalem among ourſelves; and particularly, in 
diſcouraging and hindring all ſuch an happy Settle- 
2nents, as tend to rend aſunder, and ſcatter the 
Flock of Chriſt, inſtead of edifying and building 
up the ſame. This Reverend Syncd bath for- 
merly ſhown a juſt Zeal and Concern upon their 
Spirits againſt Preſentations, and Acceprers of 
ze ſame; And, at our laſt Meeting, this Synod 
n Ty 7". 008 
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under great 


in what we have done. 


1 | 
was honoured to give a faithful and ſeafonable. 
Warning, ſhewing their Diſlike of ſuch Practi- 
ces, their Inconſiſtency with our Principles, de- 
caring our Reſolution to diſcountenance all (uch 


within our Bounds. I ſhould reckon myſelf juſt- 
ly liable to Cenſure, if I ſhould make the leaſt 
” Suppoſition, but that we will ſhew, by our Pra- 


Qice, that we were ſincere, and in good Earneſt, 
Let us not be aſhamed 
of the ſame, but continue our hearty and ſincere 


# Endeavours this Way, as what is proper and in- 


cumbent on us in our Capacities ; and it is in this 
Way that we are to expect the Lord to bleſs 
us. 


But, being ſenſible I have incroached very 


F much upon your Time and Patience, I ſhall con- 
+ clude with one Remark, begging Pardon for ha- 
ving inſiſted ſo long. 


4thly, Laſtly, As this People here laboured 
ifficulties, and had many cunning 


and powerful Enemies to oppoſe them in all their 
7 Endeavours; fo we find that which helped them 


in the Whole, was their Luity among them- 


4 ſelves, and joining all their Endeavours together 


to carry on the great Deſign. No Queſtion bur 
® Perſons might have their different Sentiments, 


not only as to the Way and Manner, but even as 
to ſome Things that were proper to be done; yet 


vue find this occafion'd no publick Breach among 
them, while they all aimed at the fame Thing; 


however one might reckon one Method, and 
another might reckon a different more proper. 


4 Juſt ſo, as we would ex 
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much of the Spirit of Unity, for much 


pect that any Thing 
ſhould proſper in our Hands, let us plead jon 
of the 
Spirit 


1 [1]; — — —„— Cao 
F 1 
14 Spirit of Love, Brotberly-kindneſs and Charity 
among us: Alas! here is our Ruin, our woful 
and unchriſtian Miſtakes of one another, both 
among Miniſters and People. Let us then cry 
to the Lord for, and let us endeavour and culti- 
vate among ourſelves, Chriſtian Love, Brother- 
ly-kindneſs, and mutual Forbearance; That 
while we may ſuppoſe Perfons aiming at the 
fame End, the Honour of our Lord, and Ad- 
vancement of Religion, let us not tear and devour 
one another, becauſe I may think one Method 
more proper, and my Brother may be of a dif- 
ferent Sentiment from me. This is far from the 
Spirit and Temper that Chriſt recommended to 
his Diſciples, Mark ix. 38, 39, 40. when they 
told him that they had ſeen One caſting out De- 
vils in his Name; and bat they had forbidden 
im, becauſe that be followed not them: But 
what ſays our Lord and Maſter? Forbid him 
not: Fur no Man that works a Miracle in my 
Name will ſpeak lightly of me; and he that is 
| 220t againſt us, is for us. If my Brother be 
291 ſincerely aiming at the advancing of Religion, 
| | Fo and the gaining Souls to Chriſt, it will be very 
4 hard to diſcourage ſuch, however in ſome 
Things they may differ from us. We have at 
this Time open and avowed Enemies to contend 
with, and ſuch who are waiting for our Halting, 
vyhoſe Spirits are rejoicing at our Diviſions, and 
are ſaying, Aba, ſo wve wwonld have it: It is a- 
gainſt ſuch we ſhould all join our Endeavours; 
Zu this we can only do, when we are One a- 
11 mong ourſelves, and are exerciſing daily Chriſti- 
1 an and Bretherly-Love one towards another, 
while we are aiming at the ſame End, Phil. iii. 
2 ä e 16. 
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1 is. It is only in the Eber Houſe, and in a 
State of Perfection, that we ſhall intirely be of 
the ſame Mind in all Things; it is there that we 
2 ſhal) arrive, or come to the Dairy 
® Eph. iv. x3. It is there that we ſhall have no 
# miſtaken Notions of God, of Religion 


of tbe Faith, 
„ Or of 


one another; and therefore it is Chriſtian- 
like that we ſhould be bearing and one and. 
ther by the Way, and, while we are travelling 
aut the Road, living together like thoſe 
1 = the ſame Works and ſerving the ſame Maker, 
till we come to the General 4ſſembly of the Hrg. 
born above, and Spirits of Ze p © arg 
ect. It is here 7 


Work 


_ holas ſbe Stars in bis Right-band : 
To 2 250 is Zion's — — 
in Jacob, and to the Ends of the 


Zarth ghorionfly ; To him who brings 
Light out of Darkneſs, and Order 
. our of Confuſion; To the only Wiſe 
and True God, be Glory, Honour, 
Praiſe ard Domizion for cvermore. 
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